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Fdwin Booth was born near Laltimore, Mary-
land, on November 13, 153i.  Ile wus the fourth
son of Junius Brutus Booth—a name as brilliunt
in the annals of the American stage as that of
Edmund Keau, whose rival he woa, in the unpals
of the stage of England. The elder Booth wnos
then thirty-seven years old, had been for seven-
teen years an setor, and was in the merkdian of
Lis life, his greatness, and his fame. Between
him and Edwin thers existed from the first a deep
pnd fervent though undemonstrative sympathy.
As Edwin grew up his close companinnship
peemed to be more awml mone peeded and desired
by bis father, and so it happened that he was fre-
quently taken from school to acrompany the
groat aguor in prifessionnl  expeditions. The
early training that he received was (itful and super-
ficial. Experience of the world, however, and
sometimes rongh experience; combined with irreg-
nlar schooling to develop his mind and mature
his character. As a hoy he wos grave beyond his
years, observant, thoughtful, appreciative of his
surroundings and especially reticent. At an early
ago he began to travel with his father, and in-
deed was the chosen gunrdian of that wild, stranie,
original genius, possessing a greater infl wence
over him than was exercised hy any other person.
That sasoeintion, eperating upon hereditary talont,

wronght ita inevitable result in making Edwin |

Booth an nctor. The strange life that he saw and
fed—n 1ife in which fictitions emotions, imaginative
ipfluences and every-day trivialities are singularly
blended—exerted its charm upon a sensitive youth,
at once alluring him toward the atage and prepar-
ing him for {ts profession.

HIS ENTRANCE UPON A THEATRICAL CAREER

ACCIDENTAL.

Edwin Booth's immedlate entraace upon o

theatrical carcer was made precipitately, and was |

accidental. It occurred at the Museum in Hoston,
on September 10, 1840. The elder Dooth was
then fulfilling an engngzement there—the last but

one that be played fn Boston—and his son was with |

him. * Richard ILI," Cibber's version; had leen
aast, and the prompter of the theatre, to whom
waa allotted the minor part of Tressel, desirous to
be left out of the bill, persuaded Edwin to take
his plce. That arrangement was made withont
the knowledge af the father, nor until the night
before the announced performance did le learn
that his son designed to appear: and he did not
approve of the design when at lenzth he heeanie
aware of it
long time, the elder Booth opposed his son’s udop-
tion of the stage. Neverthelcss Edwin dritted
foto that pursnit and persevered in it, and goon
his fother bocame reconciled to his eourse. The
Museum appearance attracted only a momentary
attention, but that eflort was speedily fol-
Jowed Dby wore ambitious attempts] At
Providence, R .1, in the same season, the young

t played Casslo, in * Othello.” and WiMard,
n “ The Iron Chest"—his personation of the latter
part being accounted especially meritoricus and
auspicions. At the Arch Street Theatre, Phila-
delphiaj then managed by Edmen S, Connor, his
performance of Wilford met with particular appro-
bation. Amother of his juvenile efforts in which
eareful observers discerned the germ of excellence
was his embodiment of Titus, in John Howard
Payne's tragedy of “ DBrutus.” Onee, in Wash-
ington, when the elder Dooth enacted the lion-
bearted hero of that tragedy, Payne was one of
the audienee and he expressed cordial approbation
of Edwin Booth as Titus.

For more than two years, in a desultory man-
per, acting with his father in varions cities of
the Eastern States, the beginner continuned to
advance. His first appcarance on the New-York
stage was made at that time, as also wus hig
first attempt in tho choracter of Richard IIL
The first of those events oceupred on Septen-
ber 27, 1650, at the National Theatre, Chatham-
st., whero he played Wilford, to his futher as
Sir Edward Mortimer. The eecond occurred at
the same theatre in 1831, when at Lis father's
command and on a night set apart for his father's
benefit bhe undertook Richiard. Only a brief
potlce was given to hiwm, The Richmond was
John R Scott, a tragic actor of npproved talent
who once enjoyed a considerable repute. Iliness
was assigned by tle elder Booth as the eause of
his withdrawul from the bill; but it was sur-
mised that the illness Lnd been feizmed in order
that Bdwin might suddenly be pnt to a severe
practical test. Hastily conceived and rendered
pessible by & concurrence of accidents, the ex-
periment wes carried through with not annatural
preeipitation. While the young actor was putting
on the garments of Gloster o friend stood near
him, holding the play-book snd hesaring his re
cital of the part, to make sure that Le was pos-
sessed of the text amd to refresh his memory
wherever it shounld be at fault. No announce-
ment was made of a change in the east, and no
prelimivary explanation was given to the audience.
Not until Edwin stood upon the stage and the
vigorous applause intended for lis father il
sbruptly lapsed into silence did the gravity of
the eituation mnppear. The sesrmblage,
was nymerous, received the new Gloster with sur-
prise and coldness.  An eager throng had
gathered to eRe a famons trapedicn in

most  charactoristic  embodinsent, It
might well bave been astonislied at sight of the
stripling in place of the giant. Its beliavior,
however, was considerate and generous.
performance proceeded the identity of the actor
became manifest, and so did his unexpected power
and brillfaney. Pleasure sosn guceceded to sur-
prise, and honest and hearty approval finully re-
warded a courageous cffort, Edwin was called
out at the end of the play, and Seott, who
him forward, responded to the public greet-
and spoke the gratitude of the adventurous

THRE ELDER BOOTII TAKLS HIS SONS TO CALIL
FURNIA.

Those were the first steps. 1t was in California
though that the hardest work of Edwin Bootl’s
early professional life was performe:l] and there his
first substantiul success was goined. s eldest
brother, Junius, had visited Culifornia, and had
brought home rosy reports of the opportunities
afforded there for the rapid sequisition of wenlth,
I¢ was his conviotion that his father would Liave

prosperity in that Ellorudo—where yet the

gold fever of 1849 was epidemic—and he strongly
the wisdom of a visit to that reglon.  The
did nos at once commend itsell to the elder
but ultimately, thougl with reluctance,

he adopted 18, ‘When free from the haleful insanity
lurked in his noble,nuture, and smaetimes
affiloted it, the elder Booth was a man of
gwest and delicate temperument, sympathetic with
is best of refinement and dignity in
tiom, and he was therefore averse to eon.
with the asperities ineidental to a new and
otate bf society. [Hence perhaps urose the ap-
prehensive solicitude with whicli he now slrunk
from the untried, turbulent field of venture thus
before him. A dark presentiment may
with that feeling—a foreboding which
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the Golden Gate. That expedition
wes made in July, 1852. Edwin hud becn left at
home, but the father soon stopped and sent back

:
s

From the first} indecd, and for 8

whieh [

As the |

mingled
justified by the event, when ut length he had

s father looked at lnm euri-

youth in thint diess ]
“You Jook lHite

vusly and sadly, and at last saifl,

Hamlet: why diln’t vou ploy that part for yoor
benefit 2® =1 wii, if | ever have another,” the
young aector answered, That scene amd thoss

words came back upon his memory in later davs,
when the opportunity eame for him to play Humlet
and when, i fulfilment of an jmplied pledze to
hix dead father, he acted that part, whielh proveil
the ehirf means of his development! his fortune,
and bhis fame, and the chisf incentive to the
affecticnate admirulion of his countrymen,

EARLY WANDERINGS.

A DITTER ORDEAL FOR THE YOUNG ACTOR

Tn Ostober, 1557, the eller Dooth lade fare-
wall to lis sons and set forth on his homeward
journey.  Before parting
had determined 1o leave
to him gravely and indicated the necessity of
losrning the art of arting amid eireimslanees of
comparative independence.

The clder Doath travelled to New-Orleans and
there filled an engagement—the last that he wns
destined to play—at the St, Charles Theatre, enil-
ing it on November 10, 1552, with Sir Edward
Mortimer and John Lump, in “The Iron Chest”
and * The Review.” He then embarled nbourd o
Mississippi eteambont, the (lheneworth, for Lin-
cinnati, At starting there was rain and ke got
wet and eaught a cold. That iliness he only s
far obeerved us to retire to his cabin and his bed,
where he lay, in silence and alone, for more than

forty-cight Lours, worn out with care, luhor and
pain and with the struggle of Lis  own  sell-
torturing spirit, but te the lagt patient, reticent,
frm, aml un\\-{fli;:g 14 be g burden or an annoy-
anee to any one, When at last he wis vigited
he was fonnd ta hp dying. 1iis death aceurred on
November 10, 1852, in the fifty-cevenTn year of lils
age. (He was born on May 1, 1706, 1 St Panceras

| Purigh, London.;
| Lirial and his grave is io a cemetery at Baltl-
[mur'. marked by a monument To s memory,
| erected by Eidwin Rooth, who devoted to thnt
[ﬂ!ini duty the gulpy of the et suecessful en-
!;,i.t-;!inwnt- that he  plaverd
the 1lust,

AMuch infervened before that return. The Cali-
fornin peribd of Edwin Beoth's vareer—inclusive
of 8 trip to Australia and the Sandwich Islanids—
extended from the summer of 1852 to the antumn
Uof 1350, At first, after his father’s departure,
there wna o brief period of waiting, Then Tie got
an engagement with D, W. Waller to act at Ae-
| vada and Girass Valey, nlaving vartiots parts in
various  pieces Mr. - Wallor  was_ the star.
During that epgagement Edwin acted Tago for the
firgt tie. It proved an unfortunafe engagement,
attended by lad  husiness,  weary teavellipe,
| storms and general discomfort, and terminating in
disnster,

Footh, now penniless, mannued to make his way
to Sueramento, und thenee to Sun Franeises, where
he arrived in o forlorn condition. Hia brother Ju-
nitis had peecived later intelligence from Lo,
Their father's hody had heen sent fo Baltimore and
lafidl in tie grave, Their mothor's wints were not 1o
he considersd, If they saw good fortune in Cali-
fornia they wonld do well to romain there Thnt
wus the connsel trom home, and hy that they de-
termined to ahide

WINNING TAME 1IN THT GOLDEN STATE.

Fadwin Renth now became o
dramntic company under his hrother's manase
ment, to play *utility” ports at o theatre ealled
the San Franeiseo 1Iall. Farces and hurlesques
were given at that place, and in those the ready

and versatile player took nn active share. Oug

in o negro farce produced by the Chapman
Family. Another was his persanation of Plume,
a local eelehrity, whom he reprodnsed in a farce,
| and so well reproduesd that the " counterieit pre-
sentment” proved both popular and remunerative.
Mr. Ilume was pleased 1o signity approval, and
to show the sineerity of his sutisfaction by senil-
ing to the uctor his hat, cont, N
more imporiant Kicoess Wis made by Dooth ot
e #ime time in Shakespeare’s Petruchio, which

he then first acted.
Step by step in that little theatre he toiled up-

the drudgery various and incessant; but this was
valuable experience.  One night, for the Lienefit of
a comrade, he arted Riehazd IIL - The suceess was
{magical. The eity rang with his praises. Even
| the phlrgmatic Juning was surprised and delighted
| at t!:m outhurst of tragie power, and he straighit-

| woy adviscd hig brother’s appeirance in n sories |
of Shakespeure.  Most |

| of “the great charucters
of them Booth had studied. Muny of them le
had gren, as acted hy his futher, from whom it was
his privilege to Jearn and to whase genins and ex-
amp?r he was ever deeply indehted.  He aocanted
the opportunity and ke proved equal to it Rictard
was followed by Sir Giles Overrench, and thai oy
Macheth, and those impersonations enused a popii-
lnr exeitement unprecedented in the dgimatic life
of California. Crowded hotses applanded b,
The generons if not always judicions enthusiasm
of the Press enconraged and cheered him,
sympathy of brother uetors stimnlated him to new

tined to endure.
A TRIP TO AUVRTRALIA WITH LATTIA KEENT.
A pew theatre, the Metropolitan, Was prese ntly
openad near the San Froveiseo Hall, with Cath-
erine Sinelair (Mrs. Fibwin Forrest—obiit June,
1801) as manager, and Mr, Tomes F. Murdock as
the first star. The new house— handsome, well
appointed aud manuged by aa intellectual ani ne-
complished woman—soon eeptivated the popular
faney. Publio attention was diverted from the
old theatre : the business there grew bad: the com-
puny dwindled: the pluce was finally abandoned
to negro minstrelsy: and Edwin Booth—after tak-
i mervice af the Metropelitan for abouf one yrar—
dotegmiined to go to Australia,  That was in 1554,
The Austpalian trip, including an episode of pro-
feasionnl experience at the Sandwich Islunils, the
| Samonn Tslands, and Taliti, oceupled nine months
Iilrmlh wis necompanted by 1, Anderson andd
Laurs Keene: umnd it was arranged that those
| three were to constitute the nuclous of o compiny
to aet in Syiluey, Melbonene, and wherever else the
Ustar of adventire should gitde the.
o Arrivesd at Sydney the desmuatie aiventurees soon
found an epenivg. Domh made his first appearatice
| ux Shylock—acthng that poart for the first tioe- andd
| played a suecessful engngement.
procesded  ta hatrie, where they wers jess
fartunnte and wil Donth's sesociation with Lawra
Reene was endisl, Finslly the netor tosk pissage
for San Franeiseo, in a vessel thnt was to stop ut
the Sindwich Tddands,  Accompanied hy Anderson,
Jolin Roe, and a few other pliyers, he landed ar
Honaolulu, bired the only thentre in the town nnd
remained theve two months—orodneing * Richarl
1i,." “The Lady of Lyons” avd other picoes. Roo
| who paspesad skill in the delinention of femile
characters, acted Pauline.  Most of the dramntic
company slept In bammoek« rizged up in the theatee
Proth himssHf went abont anud pasted his postess on
the wallp=not te save ex pense, lnt beeause he found
| that the native hoys whom lie Nr:;alu.\'etl to do the
fwork ate the paste (poipol) ail
| playhilis.
L enterprise, bt not mueh, and e iresently eon-
eluded 1o Ptiurn to San Franciseo,  On hin arrival

tiwre Catherive Sthelnir offered him an engagemont |

ot the Metrapolitun “Lhieatre, where Lie renppeared,
| playing Renedick in " Muel Ado,” Av a later
date Hooth and that aetross forn d a purtnershin
sto travel and aet; which was (s I::uhs‘ir'-! by one
¢ Ineident  of interest—the  first  production  in
'_-\.m.-m-:; of the dramn of the “ Marble Ileart, ™
| Catherine Sineluir was the origingl Mareo in this
Ceountry, Hooth the orizinal  Ruphael, and Mr.
Henry Sedley, sen of the PBoston aetor, W, H.
Sedlry Smith, the originnl Vol That noveliy,
| s 1 then wael met with “acceptanece bounteons™
and jts presertation, which oeenrred at Sacera-
mento, was the ot important event of the dra-
| matle sensen of 1855 in Californin,
| FOLLOWED DY FIRE O THE PACIFIC COAST.
The partnership goon ended and  Dooth  then
"gtarted on other  wanderings, This time he
Journeyed from Sacrwmento  into < the adjncent
| monntuing with a strolling manager nameil Moul-
| ton, who had organized a drmamatie eompany wnd
| provided a wegon for its trausportation, and also
4 brass bund to make music by the way.  Booth
travelled on horseback, halting now and then to
‘nct, and so waking the mountain eircnit.

o

it was uniformly attemled by one startling in-i-

cavaleade lad left §t, und so regularly did this
lutml&henumrnuu recur that ut last it lecame
the me of general remark and speenlution,
and Bl.!ﬂt-h was known aod mentjoned us e
Fiery Star” It was un epithet of ill-omen, bat
i“ a warning it served him well,  Ignorant and
onely communitics are superstitions and dunger-
ously impulsive. There was no cbvious link be-
tween the strollers and the fires, but somehow
the logic of the mouutaincers deduced the one
from the other, and travel became unsafe for
Moulton’s caravan. At Downiev th found
such reason for solicitude ss to his personal saiety
that he deemed it judicious to go Iimmediately

out of the town. disareet m . havi
drend the sherifl, followed thit

expmple. Indeed, he 0 |
ran away no y from Downleville hut‘;zg hihi
d oeased to blow, the actors

jpany.
ﬂ':-%.m-dnmdhmdm
u -m@mmwl»m}

with Fdwin, whom be |
in Califernia, he spoke |

His body was brought home for |

after returaing 1o

member of ol

of his hite ot that time was made as Dandy Cox, |

galters, A |

ward., The work wos hard, the discipline irksome,

The |

Then the party |

| f hyew away the |
Some prosperity rewarded the actor's |

] The |
| expedition met with lnetuating public favor hat |

dent; Faeh town took fire a8 sovn s Moulton's |

oo, a0 e Sy G semed, by %
Soneeotos of i s Blls e R | of o

| new to him and youth ean endure much, Withont a

cent the tragedian drifted buek to Sacramento,
| tired of padefnl viecssitades and uneg itedd toill

| Thoughis of home and jongings for o more re-
fined of lahor had now begun to enior hiis

et
moods and sway his purpese, He wished to re-
turn 16 the East and it was not long before the
wish hecare o possibility. In Sacramepto lie
{ found friendship, cannsel, ant proctical aeelstanee.
Twao benefit perfurinances were arranged for him,
| in suecession, and hoth were sucepssful—a result
[ Inrgely due to the heart and zenl of his friend,
| M.FP. Bitler, @ generous soul, sinee called from
| earth, who labared in his eause with devoted as-
| aiduity 1 npesused and stimulated the theatrieal
| eomnunity 1o give Lhim. of parting, n subwtantiol
L mark of woml-will, A eheering erowid aeenmpanied
Nim to the riverside and saw him embarked,
San Fronelgea he had anather benefit; amd ones
mite he eschanged a farewell eresting with the
Californin puhlie.  On thot oeeasion Al for the
first time hie seted Einz Lear.  His departure from
Californin oecntred in September, 1858,

ity
RETURNING TTOME.
GAOD TORTINE ATTENDS TIM IN THE TAST.

to the Atlantic coast, at the Front Street Theatre,
Paltimore, and from that place he made a rapid
tour of the Sonth, playing suecessful engizements
in the large cities of that region. Washington,
Richmend, Charleston, New-Orleans, Mobile and
Memphis were umong the ecapitals that opened
their arms to receive him, and in all of them he
laid foundations of selid reputation, * whole a8
the marble, founded ss the rock.” In Richmond
e met for the first time Miss Mary Deviin, the
luly who afterward became his wile

The most important of the serics of performe
anees by which Booth endeavored to revive, in the
Atlinitio States, the memory and lustre of a great
nate  was given ot Ioston. The ploiyveoers of
that city were remarkable in those days for re-
finement. of taste and coverity of judzment, and
the actor looked forwnrd to lis appeirance there
with trepidution. Should it prove u tailure, he was
determined to sulside into *the stoek.”  Should
it prove u success, e wonld, periapd, press on to
the fulfilment of more smbitious desiens than Le
||mi| vet diselosed,  But his belief was that his
sueress ns o ptar would lagt enly for one or two
sousons, and the utmest that Le expected, in
thase days, was that he might beeome o leading
actor fun a New-Yorlt thewtre.  HBooth nppeared
at the Doston Theatre in April, 1857, in  the

trivmph. It was the turninz-point of his eureer.
It banished selfdistrust; it eontirmed him in
hopeful estimate of his taleni=; and it strengihened
his resolve to attempt theee magnificent enter-
prises for the advapeemont of the stase which he
afterword pursued with results so valuahle 1o
art

_ From Doston Tonth provresie 1tn New-York. In:
fullu-iul:ﬁ and  unanthorized anpounecments hiad
e put forth in advanee of his Ang—ustenta-
| v el :l]lllu'l.----l

tions placards, povle by g nget
| the publio thut the mantle of the father ha
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At 4

Booth munde his first appearance, after coming |

| York—April 18, 1864

| engngement

charaeter of Sir Giles Overreach, and gained o

fallen !

upon the son, and that * Richant’s him-elf again.” |

T ohillitions of misgnided enthusinam s
the trazeding deep mortifention.  He had intended
to bezin with Sir Giles Oversench: hut as Richal
1T was promised e kept foith with the publia
:nrul_ apnenrwl in thae oharneter it wos ot
ton's Metropolitan Theatre, May 14, l“%--

1;_:[.'1. in e eoplons onrd vilnihie * Hecor
New-York Staze,” says that Dooeth plhyved 1
on that acension, * with o beilianes amld for

surpased the warmest evpeotations of his fri
and that he * gave evidence of th- Llgliest or lor of
talent aud ereated n sensation hitherto nnequall«d
by any native-lorn actor, Forrest alone excepte 1"
Ihrbnie that enenoement he seted Richoed 11 Sty
Giles Overrench, Richelien, Shylook, Lesr, Rames,
Hamlet. Clande Melnotte, Sir Eaward Moertimer,
eteuchio, St. Pierre, The Strunger, Luctus Drutus
| and Pescura.

MR. BOOTH MARRIES MISS MARY DEVLIN.

On Anrust 31, 1857 Le acain appeanst at the
| Metropalitun Theatre, and by another series of
impersonttions ineresed the mulitade of liia
friendly admirers.  For some time after that the
trogedion wandered in the Weet and South.  In
| the sumtner of 1950 Le was beteathed 1o Miss Mary
Devlin, and in New-York nnJduly 7, 1460, they wers
marrled; and shortly afterward they satled for
England, That marria e woa lappy.  The Jady
wis oae of those gentls and cheerlful ereatires, the
insarnation of suvehioe, who by the unconscious
loveliness of their lives scem born for the purpos of
teaching happiness and hope to the sad o cr woitals
aratund plieny.  She posse sod the winiin: elivrin of
soflt, seiuctive personsl graee.  Her mind was b
acinative, tasteful, senable and well cultivated.
she was an exeellent musician and a pleasing
actress.  ler brief existence difused w sweet ju-
thience und left o tendor wemory,

She  accompanied  hoe  Lusbawd to Poelandd,
whoere they remnined till Septomber 1502, Their
danughter, Fdwina, wos horn at Fullinm, Landon,
December 9, 1861, On their retirh ta America
they estabilished tieir home ot Doralester, Moss
[ The health of Mrs. Booth had beeon
put ghie wis not thousht to Le kerjou-dy j1 when
ber hushand parted from her, to fuliil professional
engtgements making it neeessary for him to trasel.
They never met acain,  Her jlness took o sdedden

exertions. He beenme the favorite of the theatre- i " " ra il - .
going puhlic and made an impression on the stage !?'2?' flllm;w::i»;u. 'lubrl!l:" Mulri .n.ml: rapidly and died on
O i thme whicli was deap, strong, true and des- [ R LAY =t TR0% er grave. @& st Moung

LONDON AND NEW-YORIC
HIS TIRST ENGAGEMLUNT IN ENGLAND,
Fdwin Doath's firct engneement in London was
plaved at the Haymorket Theatre, nnder the nian-
| wrewment of J. 18 Dneikstone, In Septewiber, 1861,
F.\! the snggestion of the manmger aml eontrasy
to his own plan and desire ke len ga Shylock
| The public received Lim Ieindle, bt actors and
eritica were eold.  He then aeted Sir Glles Over-

reach apd  he  closel  the eagngement  with
Richelieu.  In the lattey claracter Le  aroned
enthusiasme  Mr. Buckstone rewretted, too  iate,

that he bad opposed the tragedian’s design of De-
ginning with that part,

chester, but he did not win favor dn o eltior
of  those  elties The Civil War leginuing
to darken over the Ameriean  Republio, awld

a Jively dislike for * Yankees”m  was  ppevalent
|in thos enpitals Lot telt tle force of
iﬂlnt senutiment, He therefore mnde no turtlor
trinl of fortune in Englawd, but after a trip to
Poris retorned home with his wife aod dighiter
and resumed his plaee in his cative Lod

Phie Metropolitan Theatre=in Browlway, oppo-
Bond-st,—hwd  becoie  the

upan Bls senstidve,

uql:.un- Tix:o

| thow b the old eliasne

. 1893.=FOURTEEN PAGES.

tl:s Wintcr Garden Theatre, New-York. Both were
speedily vndertaken and they at onee opencd o
ficll for the enercefie exerpjee of great and vurieis |
ability. In the munagement uf the Pliladelphla
Touse Booth and Ul wore esiciated from the |
summer of 1563 till Mazeh, 1530, when the latter
pirchased his pariners interest.  In the mannze- |
tient of tue Winter Gurden they nssociated with
themseelves, at first as nn agent, afterward a3 n
lessee, Willlam Stuart (lonz since eadl, amd by o
that trinmvirate the theatre was condietord, Ihﬂl
firt sensen wnder its new mansgement hegan on
September 21, 186, when Booth reappeared a8 |
He was weloomed with eordiality, and he |

Humlet. 1
plaged o prosperons engagement—extending tu‘
Ddntabor 17, Townrd its elose he acted, for ﬂll"

first time, Ruy Hiag, in the diama of that nawe |
by Vietor lHuzo g ]
A GOLDEN TRIUMPIIN WTHT FOOL'S MIEVERGE™ |

Wanderings! in the nsual track, fallowed rlm.|
perimd of metropolitun effort, but by the ensuing |
ypring those L ended, and on March 25, 1804,
Lie onee more elaimed the attention of the New-
York publie, appearing at Niblo's Theatre, and
winning a golden triumph as Bertueelo, in * The

Fuol's Hevence,”

Poo was also seen, during the engngement
ut Nibla's, as Raphacl, in *The Mathle IHeart,
whioh he then played for the first time in New-
On tie 1oth Tie had aeted
Sir Fdward Mortimer and Petriehio, for the hene-
fit of the Ameriean Sanltary Falr; anid for that
cange he also joined in a produetion of Macheth,
with Charlette Cushman as Lady Macheth. The
terminated on the 224, and he re-
sumed lis plaes at the Winter G Gen.

PRINCT AND CARDINAT,

SUPERE SHAKTSPREANEAN REVIVATS,

The 200th anniversary of Shakespeare's birth-
day, April 23, 1804, wos re'elirated by the pro- |
duetion of * Pomen and Julist,” to inorense the |
fund fur erecting 2 monument to the poct in Uen-
tral Park—James 11, Hackeit playing Fa'stafl, at
Niblo's Garden, un the same night in afil of that |
rauce, Booth continuel to act &t the Wit r tiaf ¢ |
ti!l May 14, «ppearing as Hamler, Othello, Lichelieu

and raged with sueh fury that all efforts to save
the property were balliml, and persons in the
building had difficulty in saving their liyes. —In
n few hours the theatre was a riin, With it
perished the seenery that had been rovided for
» Hamiet,” = Richeliew” and “The 2 erclunt of
Yenice," Tooth's personal wardrobe, including
several articles of stage-dress that had heen worl
by his father, a larze and rich collection of sta

drosses, © mass of theatrical furniture, valuable
clothes and jewels owned by members of the
drmutie conpany, a quantity of costly armor, i
eonsiderable [thrary, inclusive of severa important
it useripts, amd an interesting gallery of theatri-

eal portrnits
Tie Winter  Gorden  was destroged o
AMarelr 23, 1867, The cornersione of Dooth's

Theatre wits Iaid on April &, 1865, and the tirst
performanee in the new honse oeenrred on Febru-
ary 8, 1860, The projeet for the new theatre
was started by Edwin Hooth shortly after the loss
of the old one, and he presently enterpd into o
lmrrnrr;*!up with Riehard A, Robertson, of How
ton (ohiit 18011, for the establishment of Looth's
Thentre. In the sprimg of 187, Me 1 L
Mazonizle, thelr business representative—after-
word the mangger of the theatre—seleeted and
prrchased Tnud on the southeast rorner of Twenfs-
third-<t. and Sisth-nve. New-Yorlk. The work
was begun on July 1, in the same year.

A MASSIVE AND DBEAVTIFUL BUILDING,

woth's Thesgre wos made of granite, The
front of the structure in Twenty-third-st. was 154
feet in lengtli—the theatre front wensuring 150
teot,  The othier thirty-four feet was the width ot
a wing of the main building, abutting on its west
end, with o frontage of sfenty-six leet in Sixth-
ave. That wing was devoted to shops, studios and |
miseelluneous rooms. The theatrs was 100 feet
deep, from storth to south, and 120 feet in heizht,
The main entrapce was in Twenty-third-st., hutr
there was anothes door in Sixth-ave. At the end
of the frupt was o grearv door to the stage, corres-
ponding in size and style with the mein entrance
to the nuditorium. Hetween these were three |
smnllor doors, ussl as means of exit. Three
large panels surmounted those doors, made to eon-
tain  seulpture, All the doors were arched,

: =l
and Richard 1H1. A e of rlri:!'i‘m’i‘_'“ "'.rf 'Higher up, and placed equidistant along |
eopiled, with o w_m\r "f thi .I,r-\l .r-I those |Ir.\null .!‘r‘ . the front of the theatre, were three
pogennts by which the teazedian di o MUl bl ianes ity Tonle  pillars, to cﬂmﬂ!tli

to delight and instruet the comuunity, to dignify |
the American stace, and to zild lus name with |
Tonor.  * Huawlet™ wag browghit out on November
21, 1864, and it kept the stige il Mareh 24,1
1265—greeted at the ont et with enthusiiam awl
giistnined to the end by w sneere publie interst. |
ihot was the period that s accomplishicd 1or
w [l the colebrated pan of 100 nizhis

Booth's Hamlet; withdtawn from the Winter
Gupdien on Mareh 24, Ib# wos  immedintely |
transferred to the Hoston Theatre, and st that
linse the tragedinn was net when o little later
—on the 14th Aptil—n sudden calamity over-
whelmed and well-nizh eained him. The people
of Ameries and the heart of all Christendom suf-
fered i it u terrible sheek amd o bitter bereave-
went.  Consternution, gricl, and roge swept over
the land.  The exeitement of that hour wis wilid
and indiseriminate; the relatives of the manise
who tank the life of Peesident Linesln suffersd
ander the odiam of unjust suspieion anld pogtlier
e e tment, The ltnow edge thnt a hrother wis thus
slewe e L g 1t sl Lonotminy was o heavy welght
of w e febveutildonats, Dnnediate and saperticial
trouhies Went  ta the  lidoous  experience
el e endupsd and suremounted o bt the sensoe
uf the crime (tself, as done inoall its awiinl wivked-
pess ol wadness by one of his own kin, imposed
copsclentious natire an aeute,
ipeae dinhle  anguish,  Fora time his hard-earned
repuitation, the honor of his namwe and the st
and vepite of Jus fanaly soemed destroye
in the preasnt was a blank, and beyond the proseat

n waste of miery stretehed anty the fu I
Iete the stage amd baried himselt in obeeur anl
from  that  petirtment he wonld pever  have

emerged but for the stern necessity of fultting
wludertiotis dneturesd Jong before and now only 1o Yias
o Lie aetive pesumption of professional in.
The sattening inilnenee of prehlie gympas
Iy Legan to st tward him 1 n
i nnde the duty of w reap= |
praranee mors practicable and more tolerabile than |
el otherwise have been,  Had there not ex-
istedd, howeser, an I ve necessity that Fd- |
win Pootl should return to the etage he would |
pever had acted azaln Te peappeansl on Janu-
ary o, 1aif, at the Winter Garden in Han let. A
great erowwd] weleomed bim, and with sueh o wel-
come as might well lave fizlitened the saddess
Tirapt Nine chreers hailed the melaneholy  Dane
upon s fiest  apparooes, e spectators  rose
and waved their hacdkercliefs,  Flowers wore
showered uprir the stape. There was a tumult of
5 viser and  the alteetionate  gocd-will that
med dn every fnee gave assuranes  deep and
stropg that the generans puoite Lol po datent to
heap hp noan ingecent man the hurder
of o hivther's gullt.  Whesever he ap,
that momentous eturn to the stage he founml n
froe-heapted  greeting A rl aympathy,
and so, Hittle by Dittle, t el into the old way
of lfe, and his professionad eareer resumed its

A SUMPTUGES PRODECTION OF “RICHELIEC.Y

The weond of these samntuons vevivals of the
legitimote drama with which the vame of Edwin
Looth is inseporsbly associated  was moule alter
g return to the staee in Isin, Preparations for
it hnd Been Begua prior to the disaster which led

to bis retiremwnt. The play was * Rielelien,”
il it was  brought  forward  on Febroaary
| tirst. Thee seonery, painted by Witham, Vuan

| revival

From Londonu e went to Liverpocl amd Mun- |

Lsite to the end of

Winter Garden. The manneer was 1. 1L Jock- |
son, long sinee dead.  The seting manacer was the
Momvs of the | Lall,  Willinm  sStuart, |
whose trie neme wi 1O Fluberty—u min

of wayward life and intelleetual brillianey, wnd
a remarkable exemplifleation of Irish  sentiment
and bumor. That personage was de-tined 1o ex-
oreise  some  influetiee  apun Booth's  fortunes.
| Their first meeting had takeen place several years
before, at Wallack's 'l1u-mr|--l.fm hoise in Broad-
way, near the corner of Hroome-st.—on the oeen-
| sfon of # perforuance for the benehit of 1. O
Jurrett, when E. L. Davenport acted Othello,

enterprise.  They row met agnin, o more inti-
mate Husiness relutions,  Booth mnde Nis tirat
Lappearanee on Septether 20, THA2, sd with that
| dute began an important period of his professional
life—n period that witnessed the proetical utiliza-
tion of the popularity he had previously pained
in the estahlishment of his repitation ae o rr:n:ir;
| wetor of the fiest order.  Thnt result was bhronzhit
Labout by menns that are obyvicusly <aeacions Tt
are diffienlt of practier—the conapicuons present-
| tion of his best works in fhe st styvle. He ap-
Ppeared only dn good ports: he plavad them under
ouly good cirenmstaneess: he attmeted gml Lield
the publie attention as the eentral figure in o
series of masnilieent pevivals of the stondard
drama. The Winter Carden epissile sxtended from
September 20, 1802, t9 Mareh 23, 1407, Diring
the first epgneement Poath acted, in rapiil st
eesafon, Hamlet, Otflle, Lucins Dratys, Shy-
lock, Tazo, Richellen, Richard 11 Tomen, Pes
eara. Ste Fdword Mortiner, amd Don Caesar o
Bazan.  Tlisa suecess won anhounded.  Ths Lot
clnss of plivioers in New-York nttended his repre-
sontations, armd the ddisenssion of then in the
newsprpers wos condieted inonsympathetis il
;‘I‘::!mi:hf:;ll !l;urh-—nl:in‘u.-.inu that the eliords of feel-

g in the eommunity i LH oW

s A ¥ liad been smitten with a
THE DEATH OF MRS, NOOTH.

At the elose of that engngement e made a
professional tour of the country.  On Folirg-
ary 0, 15637 Lie returned to the Winter Guriden
P utd ogain wppeared as Hawmlet: but he wes ill
it mind wnd body and depresssd by oa pre-
(sentiment of lwpending evil, The engagement,

rematurely brolen, lasted only till Feliruory 20
wnid comprised only eleven perfurnwiness, Oo its
| last night the actor was summoned o the bedside
of his dying wile. lle went at ones—hyt
| reached home only to find its Hght exting
| drs musie hoshed, sod its Fair epirit departed,
onre more a bitter bereaveiment laid upon his life
the heavy burden of aflietion and sorrow

Twoth now  pelipguisied his
dence, bonght a house in New-York, shandoneml
his profesans and went into retirement, with bia
mother—contemplating a lpng seclusion from pub-
lio life. As time wore on ir
feel the necessity of ocoupation. The dreaws ani
plans of his voutl came buck upon his wicd; the
wish 'F.;d"hm" in use® rather than to * rust un-
burnis woke again and asserted its

sented themselves
brother-in-law, John §.
mmdjanlnl.n two theatrl-

o those waa g’m ?:::?am r‘lla.n:te "itm
, Philadelphia; the ather was the hirihg of

|ﬂ.m|h aeted Ineo and Mro Stoart managed the |

Direhiester  resi- |

wever he began 1o

Lmatle of comely

Honleln and Hilliapl, made up o pageant uf exe |
tenvrdinary spleadol
oth's  Lichelten—always g mnjestie [1;:'-:rc_'—-l
showed with sinzoler  distinetoess gl beanty
gmid those goctle  aearsories, I respect to
macullieenoe aml eluboration the effect of that
was aftersanl surpused A the pro- |
duetion of * Richelien™ at Booth’s Theatre in |
tail, bmt the plin of i, fully matured and |
lairly tried, was tollowed a8 o wedel, It wos on
the nocksion of thit prescntment of * Rishelica®
that the expedient was Nest adopted of putting
thie eourt of Louis XTI into mouening, fnaet fifth,
fur the supposed death of the Cardinal.  Booth's
personation of Riekelie has, by iny aonute eritien,
been aeeanntrd lis bost wark
Afualrs ot the Winter Garlen went on in the |
en=totnary rontine of theatrieal life for anothes
Ve Mgk ol thes e Voot waa alwent, on pro- i
fosgionn]l  expeditions  With the first diys uf
1%67 e the maturity of another professional |
euterprice In which he ol Intorsd with zeal, and |
the re ult of which wis rera in the v.||:|pf||u|l1i|
presentation of Thee Merchant of Ventes,™ e
o Jantary 2% of that year. The beantiful comely

was rotghe forward in o beoutiful deess. Mil- |
lard  ang Witham  padnted  the  seenes,  from |
shetelios male by lempze. The ehlel  pietires |

showed: the Rialte, the Charel of San Glovanni
the plice of St Mork, a halt in Portin’s house an
the Veuetinn Seante Clamber,  pon the walls
af the latter hung  copies  of  paintings hy
Tintoretto, Tie parden seene refleeied the sweet
gentiment and delicious langonr of a summ r lawl.
peape.  Booth acted Shylock. The charucier is an
embordied protest again t eruel wronzs mificted by
A powerful oppressor upon an ontlawed nation,
and to the Jew, ax a ustrer and a hater, it wenld
be tmpogible to render more adequate  justiee
thian was done in lloath's perforiuanes,

THE “HMAMLET MUEDAL" PRESENTED DY CITI-

ZENS OF NUW.YORK,

It was during that eMpuzement, on the night
of January 22, 1967, that Booth recelved “the
Hamlet Medal,” an offering indieative of appre-
clation and reapect, from wany of the ehiel eitl-
gers of New-York, stuwdents of Shoakespenre and
{riends of the stage. 'The presentation was male
publicly ot the elose of cthe performanes  of
“ Magulet™ ana an the presence of o great cous-
eourse of people,  The stuze was set to represent
n dreawing-room. Emtering  that  room  the
]lrr;l'm:-liull commitiee  fuet the actor in e
drecs  of  Mamlet=the united  hods of the
principal  theatres dn New=York playing, mean-
whie, the Danish  National  Hymn, Amonyg
tizens whe appesrsd on the  stage  were
Admiral  Palner,  Major-Gien-
u, ot T defMman,  then
; Livorge Paperoft, Charles
A Dana, Jadge O P Daly, Albert  Bierstaclt
Jervis MeEntee and Wil'lva Fullirton %

It s an ovnd wednd made of - galid, and 14 en-
gireledd with a goll serpent.  In the centre {8 n
hogd of Vooth as Hawlet,  Av the top s the
Dunish erown, from which two wrenths are pen-
damt, of Jworel and myrtle,  The pin to which the |
wedal I8 nttached bears, in the ceniie, n livad of
Shakespoare, and on either slde are hieads emhle- |
amd travedy,  ITie wotto s |
“Palmam gui wernt fernt,™ and the fnseriptfon |
P “To Lawin Moth: In commemoration of the
unpreeedented run of 'Ham'et. o8 enacte ! hy him |
i New-York City for ove hundesd niehts” |

ROOTINS THEATRE.
RURNING GF THE WINTER GARDEN,

The hour of donm for the Winter Gorden
Theatre woa now at hand, By way of giving zest |
to the rlome ol bis engugemensts it bad boen Pooth's
sustom ta dedieate the finel week in eaoh of them
to that variety which the publie always approves,
The eustom was followed now,  The lust week
of that engugement, in 1565, which wos also the
Inet in the record of the theatre, beean on Mareh
15. Booth played, en [four sucersive nights,
m“th Hamlet, Othello n:nl Sir Giles, and on

f d a8 Lucios i
was the niia"l'n.g h'l':dmh 22. l"tr:: gultl:a lnﬂ;:l:
scene of Payne's tragedy, and this is thought to
bave been the cause of the disaster that fo s
Toward morning, on the 23d, flames burst forth
underneath the stage and thence spread go gwittly

| of the main floor, so that the mpsicinns il not oh-

Wegger atne

! Bell s amild that = s

| theatr

stutues, There were four large windows on a line |
with those aleoves,  Above was a beautiful cor-
piee, and above that wes g matsard roof, sur-
mounted by tiree short towers, In each fower
there was an oval window. A Hugstall rose from
tise centre of the flat roof.  Arouud the sumisit of |
cach tower was an orfamental iron trellis-work,
and the lghtning-rods which trailed over the
towers and roof weie nderned with gtldeit siats s
cresvents.  Eateiing B the principal door the visl- |
tor found hbwselt dn @ eommoulous vestibule
paved with Italjun marble tiles and lined with
Itulian marble cement—the celling beitg rescoed,
That vestibuie extended in o semi-circle wlong the
reir of the suditorium, o wlich entrance wus ul-
fopided by thres arehed doors. The lower tloor of the
theatre comprisesl the divisions of purquette and
orchestru, A spacious stone stalrease, at tie south
e of the vestibule, led to the baleony M- |
way on the stuitcase was Gould’s marble bust of |
the elder lbooth,  Above the baleany was a -i'rllﬂlll
gullery, and abose that the aswphitheatre, reasiied |
|ij' a stote stalrease [rom the u:-u'.'i-. eUrrnnee.
Thote were theee proscenium boxes on earh glile of
the atuge, and the how 60

se cantpined seats for 1,50

| persons anld standing  rooin for 200 more. In
whinpe the awlitorinm  followed the horseshos
| meedel,  From every part of the theatre the stage

comld e distinetly seen.  Drjght frescoes allone
firth o the eetlings, A chandelier depended
from the eentre of the roof, and all the gas-fets in
the bnilding weee ignited hy eleetricity Marhle
pitlars adarned with stafues arose on eltiaer sidde ot
the lwoses.  In the centre e proseenium arch
prond o statine of Shakesneare] the work of Signor

=

Terini, an lalinn artist, representine the poet
in the et of  writtng.  Othoe statles
and emblematie  deviees surrotndsd  that

feure and completad the decopation of the areh
Thers was o neatly desicned pit for the hand, sunk
holow the front of the stage and belaw the level

struet the view «f the stace from the anditorfum,
ML ROOTIFS EDNCOND MARRIAGE.

The new house was eompleted in January 1864
Renth Nad emploved the time hetween the huning
of the Winter Garden aml the openivg of liis mew
theatre in acting in the proviness. One of the
citios that he visited was Chicago, and there,
in the snmmer of 1867) he met and was hetrothed
to Mizs Mary MeVieker. e had first seen her in |
1554, when she was bit nine yvears vld, and whrn}

|
|

she attraoted his attention by lier precocions talent
as a voralist. She sapg in concerts with Signor
Brisnoll and on the dramatic stage she acted
juvenile parts, stch us Eva in “Unele Tom's
Cabin.”  Seeing lier after o lapse of nine yenrs
Pooth fonnd her polished by education, intelligzent, |
sanguine in temperament, vivacious and endowed |

with  both  the  sense  and faculty of
humor.  When  lie  seted  at MeVicker's
Theatre o Chieago in 1567, that  ludy  m~

turned to the stuge, piaying Ophielia to his Hamlet,
anid suhsequently during thit aml other engaoe- |
ments, thepe and elsewhere, she eo-operated \\lihl
lia, i clief femate enuraeters At a luter perivd |
she accompnt him to New-York, where on the |
opening might of the new theatre she acted Juliey
to his Romeo, Thelr marviaze occireed Long
Brapeh, New-lersey, on June 5, 1800, Miss M-
Vicker's Inst professfonal appearanes was mide at
Pooth's Theatre, in the spring of that year, us e

demonn,  Mrs, Boath retired from the stage ard
rever restmed s pursuit. A son was horn to
Falwin and Mary Uooth on Joly 4, 1370, hut lis
dled o few lonrs after be was bort. Mrs, DBooth |
died in New-York on Novewber 13, 1851, and |
wes hurdod in Clifearo. |

Sy |
* A SPLEXNID VENTIRE.
OPENING OF 118 NEW THEATRIL

The opening of Dooth’s Theatre, on Febroary 3,
19, was the mest bmportant drazeatie ineldent
that had esneentrated the attantion of New-Yorlk
fur sovera! years.  The day had been stormy awld |
the night wis nopleasant, but the new theatre wis
crowded  with o Dbrilliaht  company. “ IHail |
Columbia®  was performed hy  Falwarzi Mollen. ’
haner dud his band, and then, respomiling to tho |
putilic eall, Edwin Booth came forward amd spoke
us followe:
An opening nddress, in verse, written for the
occasion by the old dratmintist and actor, Fdmund |
Faleoner, of London, was printad in the play-hills
of the pight, it wie oot apoken. The periorme
anee of ° Rowmeo and Julet™ was fullowed wirth
ntion, aud ot many poists the plensire
of the asserblage broke forth in deli thied plamdits, |
@ om0 and Juliet " ran for ten weelis and earne| i
upwaurd of sisty thotsand dollars for the treasury

o new house,
of I‘Iit.'nlll' sicccses followed. * Othello” was brought
ont, with eacellent appointments, on Aprtl 12 and
it ran until Moy 2 Booth aered Othello.
1= 1 work conceived in sueh o terribly ear

well as imaginative mond we almost 1o o
the paininl quality ol the play. As an an-
and portrayal of jealousy, when  that

alysis

prssion 18 aroused by suspicion of outrce agninst

alleerions and the marriage tie, " Othello™ |
wees pothing tu be thonglhit or  sahl

1¢ had fopty-two sueeessive presentations, and
In closing its career b wth elused his st engoges
ment,

FOUR YRARE OF SPLENDID AUMIPVEMENT.

Om Jurtmry 5, 1850, Booth reappeated in Hame
let, the stage necesorics heing  gramd  beyond
precedent, und eontinued to play that part till
Mareh 19, Ile wus sithsequehtly geen as Sir
Giles, Ulande Meluotte and Maebath, the latier
personstion being offrred on March 28,

(*n Junusry 0 Iooth  reappearsl  as
Richelion, the  dramn heing  revived with
such splendor of scenes and dresses as not even
this thentre, renowned for richness nmd beaunty of
embellishments, had  before  digplayed. |

w Lietelion ™ was kept on the stage elght weelts
anid it had jorty-elght reprosentations, On 3arch
¢ Bootl: procduced " Much Ado About Nothing,"
nd appeated for the firet time in New-York as
Fourleen performances were given,
and it was then sneceeded, on March 20, by
SOhellos Booth acting the Moor and Lawrence
Parreit logo. A revival of *The Fool's Revenge
ogecturred on Apri! 3, and Booth onee more enacted
Tertuecio, ©On April 24 A Winter's Ta'e™ wos
brought out, with Lawrence tarrett as Leontos,
The stuze seiting of thal piece was superb—the
cost being Sa0000, 1oren till June 3, On the
ath W, L. Walls's begutiiul play of = The Man of
Airlie™ wos emetes, ith Barrett as Janies lave-
wdildition to the Hteratare
co—was pecformed Gl the close of the
verr and the clusing of the house on tive
4l of July .

One of the most splendid amd  most  sue-
eesful achievenents of Felwip Mooth's earesr in
Looth's theatte was his productin of = Juling |
Caesgnr,” in which at ditlerent times he repre-

nted Brutus, Cussins, apd Antory, amd in which
f noe Barrett gave @ great periolmance of |
Capalus. This array &r fucts and dates hes a bag. |

n a~pect but 8 worthy significance. 1t shows in |
‘dwin Booth’s mind u cor tious sense of the
grave obligationa to public moraiity and the cause
of gducation thay pest on @ thestricnl wanuger,

BLuge

F
| enedi-k.

of the 1t

| Lawsence Darrott (March 20, 1893,

| ing
N

| guence and of heauty spea

| emutional fervor

Cabstiactend from passion and toue

st the aﬂal.rlalul his theatre
L e &t 1 tHt o 9 I
what i« pure and good lnqﬂrmmtﬂo’}n::?“;'z fﬁ%
Booth purchased his purtuer's interest in tia
catre aml beoame its sole proprietor. In Ju
1873, he Jert it, and in February, 1874, his hmn:'
ruptey was deelnved, and the theatre ﬂn.'n.ll,r pc:anm;
out of his control, It was subsequently managed
by Junius Drutus Booth, by Messis, Jurrett &

and s shows that
i tonil m

almer, by Angustin Daly, and by ot
sad fl;!uinjit‘?"ﬂ"': were u'wle--m::'raln ti'?.' Vaine1o
cAatublish a publie favor. Wi
on April 30, 1&1‘31' {rms‘\:r It was nnlly'_uloml,

formance of * R
plasing Juliot—gng

THE T'INAL SCENES,
CLOSING YEARS OF MR, DOOTIU'S STAGE CAREER,
On f‘u;;unr 15, 1975, while driving near Stan-
ford, Conn., Fdwin Booth was thrown from his
carrizge nod seversly hurt,  I1is left arm and two

ad Juliet"=Mme, Mo jos
soon after it was demolishied,

| of his ribs were broken, aud for several wecks

lie Iny in an almost helpless condition. He re-
1-::\1-rt'-l. and on October 25 lie resppeared upon
the stege, at the ififth  Avenuo Theatre.  Ip
1576 he made a tour of flie Southern States)
under the msnagomont of Jubhn T. Ford. and
subsequently he visited Californing and  overy.
where  he  was  roceived  with  enthusiasm,
In San Franeisco, where he filled an engagement
of eizht weeks, the reccipts exceeded $04,000,
In 188G he wos the recipient of a farewell ban-
auet, at Delmonico's, prior to his departure for
England, at which Judge John R. Brady presided
and which was uwttended by distingnished mpn:
aentatives of the arts and the learned professiong
from ail parts of the Republic. In that year,
and acain in 1882, he visited England. Is
filled an enzagement at the Prinecss’ Theatre
London, in 1832, and later he joined Henry Imnt'
at the Lycenm Theatre, and those famous actors
represented, oliernately, Othello and Jego—Miss
Ellen Terry appearing as Desdemona. In the
autumn season of 1882-'S3 lie went to Grermany
und ucted, with prodiglous success tn many of the
prineipal cities of that eountry, The sest of Lis
tareer wis upon the American stige, and during
a period of five yeurs, ending with the death of

\ ; he won n4-
sociated with that admired aetor ane !u'
devoted comrule: and it was while tralv:lrl.l:x! innﬂ
:nrr-.mng with Lawrence Darrett that he h!uf the
st steoke of dangeroas illness—a parilysis affeot-
‘t_hp wongne—=whieh hafell him at Roelester,
NOY, on April 3, 1885, He did not take @
p}rrpn‘l farewell of the stage, hut closed his pro-
'-t-mir.ml career with o performance of [lamlet,
a 't w Aeulemy of Musie, Drooklyn, on April 4
1891 —the charactor with which his tomneriment
wos most eongenial, and with which hix ﬂlTl-‘L’riﬂlil
nnme will always be nsenciated in history,

EDWIN BOOTH'S LAST APPEARANCE.

A record of that performance was made by the
present Liographer, in The Tribune of April 5,
1561, in the following words;

Edwin Booth ended his season yestarday after-
noon at the Drooklyn Academy of Musle, giving
w performanes of amlet, and this was followsd
with deep interest anid roesived with affestinnata
eidmiration by a multitude us numerous as could
b erowdsd into that great theatre, Every scens
wis observed with a vigllanee which {s keenee
thin thut of eritieal taste—the vigilance of the
lieart.  How wuch and how truly Edwin Dooth
fs respected and loved might readily be seen in
the fuces of thay eager throng,

Mr. Booth playved Hamlet in that mood of poetio
exaltation, pensive melancholy, and exqnisite re-
finsment for whieh his acting of the part has
always heen distingaishod, and alss jn tha® tone
of aottld spiritunl pnin—that: atmosphore of pro-
found, inexorable grief—which is inseparable from
a right cmbodiment of Shakesprare’s concoption.
Poetry in the art of acting cannot be carried fur-
ther thun it is by Edwin Dootl; and as he now

passes into his chosen rotirement?, whether it be
long or short, we can hus feel that thers wil
a darkness upon many lields of the Shakespearean

| drama until his gentle, gracions Hgure comes

ones more upan the seens, and his voioe of elow
iru to us again,
After the lust enrtain, the applause was wildly

| enthustastie, and it continued for a long fma.  Th

anudience rose, and there was loud cheering, an
Mr. Booth was reeallsd agoin and again, In ros
spunse th the last of those ealls—the sympathy and
slneority of which could not be doubte: —the tra=
gedian enme forward and spoke ns follows:

* Ladies nnd Gentlemen : 1 searcely know wh
to sav, anil, indeed, T can only make my
specch—of thanks and gratitnde. 1 thank you for
your great Lindness. It will never he {ur otten,
T Niopes that this 1s not the last time I shu!l have
the Lionor of appearing before youn.  When I como
agnin 1 hane thar [ <hall be ahle to give greater
attention than 1 have ever given to whatever part
I may play. [ hope that my health and strencth
may be jmproved, so that T ean serve you better;
widd 1 shall always try to deserve the favor you
have shown.”

Mr. Bouth withdrow amid eopious plandits, snd
the audicnes slowly dispersed.

BOOTH'S INSTITUTION OF THE PLAYERS CLUB.

The Inst pnblie service done by Fdwin Booth
wag lis institution of the Players Club,  On the
Just might of the year 1555, and just before
the death of the old vear, the members of The
Players Clul founded by Edwin Dooth, assembled
fur the first time, and were formally installed in
their home,  The assomblage bezan to eonvene
abant 11 o'clock, and soon upward of a hundred
centlemen were gathered in the cheery parlor
ard around o spacious fireplace, awaiting the
gl for the baginuing of o new eareer of festival
and happy fellowship.  $mong the players were
Fdmom 8. Connor, James E. Murdock, sl Jolin
Gilbert, the oldest wetors, of nativnal reputation,
then surviving fn Amerien  (Gilbere snd Connor
hnve stnes died) It nears 12 o'clock when
Edwin Booth? the founder of the club and its
list president, taking his plice upon o dais in
frout of the bearthstone, formally addressed Lis
associates, s dw @ bried specon, warked by deep
feollng, dignity, and  Wikning  swoeetness ot
wanner, together with sineenity aud siuplicity of
Ity presented to thew e titicdoeds to
their elubshouse—the boilding No. 16 Granerey
Park, nest (o the wansiva of the late Sauuel J.
Filaen—whiet, with all its uigue Lurnituee, beals
thiud and rare Works ol art, wid costly decointions,
wis lits perseval gitt to the club,  Fhe applause
foat grected b was cmplidie, and 1t caue di-
rertly ot the iearts of atl wio livari (s vulge-=
lor every lsu® delt the abmsolity earuesticss of
his worids, and recognizen the oble generosity of
Wiy conduct, No spoech was ever in better taste,
por wos there ever i good deed dove With wore
grace, huwihty, unid sweetness,

Lpon the scope aml qualities of Edwin Booth's
denmatic genius it sevius fmpossible 1that commeni
should tike the form of absolute preclsion. The
subtie odor uf the jasmine i= not more illusive than
18 the secret of thil mwagnetic charm whick at onca
eikindles and bollows tie iuteliect, making i
potent to beguile wankind of equal wdmirativn
and love. Spiritual essonee secws always o buflia
words, A Dumau soul is oot to be described. In
the endless study of dramatic eriticism, wWorcover,
the resilts of anaiyvsis can pever be genvrally ae-
coptable,  To comprebend amply and minately an
netor's ideal of an anther's enneeption, and to conls
pare that idesl with eie’s own, approving if iy
corresponds and disapproving if it differs twith
due concession for knowledge imparted and due res
vision of instructed apintond, is the obvious, just
amd newal wethod Yot i seldom leunds a studeny
to unaunlified sdmivation of all the works of an
antor; and it often lenves crities of liberal culture
ol eompetent jndement in the attitude of wiile
dissent from one atether's eqnolusions. lia
soltent attribntes of pouth s aeting were imaginis
tion, intuitive insight, spontanects grace, inten-q

and welaneloly refinement,  In
flanalet, Rietelion, Othello, Taxa, Kinie Tear, Bers
tueelo amd Laelus Bratus they were eonspicuonsiy
wianifest. 1t perhaps the ontrolling nrtribute,
the  one that  mparted  dvdividonl  character,
eolor and fuscination to lis acting, wos the gently
thonughtul, introspeetive habit of a stately win
el by mournf
drenminess of temperament,  The moment that
elorm bogin to work, his vietory as an artist wae
iplote, It was that which made him the troe
fmnge of Shakespeare's thought, in the wlittering
halls of Elsinuee, on its midniglt hattlements
and In its lone!v wind-heaten places of graves.

Under the discipline of sorrow, and  throug
wyears that bring the philusophie mind,” Booth,
like all true artists, drifted further and furthet
nway from what is darle and terrible, whether Ej
the possibilities of lumen life or In the ideal wor!
of imaginntion. 1t is the dipection of trie growth
In all  ehnraeters  that  evoked the essontinl
spirlt of the man—in all ehopactiers, that in
whichy pest on the lasis of soiritualized ine
tollont. np o= that of sensibility to fragile

e jov that iz unattainable, the

1o oliness ol B e
T ¥ f -
{lt.r\ that fades and the hean r?_":m. ﬂl‘ﬁﬂ“_‘”fm

o was castly peorloe. Hamlet, T Manfi
Tieanes, Floae of Ravenswood, Pamoad; Svdne?
Corton. Clifford Pynetison apd’ Sie 12 1ward Mon

L ejiner e all=in didersnt woys—typienl of singresty

fon of the pereonalite that Fdwin Booth wae dos
tired to illusteste,  Trods the luftiest type of pen
sonalfiy :hat‘.‘}I ro‘u‘furrh]n. hnr:\]u T it n»’: .fehr;em

s pram the soul, and hecsus i
t|.«ﬁ,.¢,.,,. the only powitle csenpe from the careq

and vanitics of & vanishin= waorld.
WILLLAN INTER




